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Now, to the other question, is the enforcement. As the Chief stated, he has got old equipment, but 
according to the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health, which is a branch of OSHA, 
they have an app that you can download that is certified, you can pull that down at any time, 
completely free. Just put on an iPhone, so the officers don't have to have special equipment, other 
than an iPhone or iDevice of some sort, that they can get. These things have been submitted in court 
cases and such like that, the results of these things in multiple times. So, they're certified plus or 
minus 2db. So, if we have a complaint and an officer is dispatched to this, he should be able to pull 
down very easily what the current sound level is, wherever it's at. 

And if the ordinance says 65 feet, the question is, is that from the property line? My case, I have a 
very short property that has been there forever, and I have had times where I've been standing in my 
front yard, and I have, where I have not this app, but on my phone, that I have measured 80, 85, 90 
decibels in my front yard, clear away from where the bands at that should have been in well in excess 
of the 100 or some feet plus. 

Now the other part to that is that if the ordinance right now is at 65db, if you put that at somebody 
that's standing close to that at 77 decibels, there is a math formula that you can count, you can use 
for sound propagation. So, at 65 decibels at 10 feet, somebody standing from me to you guys, that's 
85 decibels, right? And so just to give you an idea, vacuum cleaner - who runs a vacuum cleaner four 
hours a day? That's 75 decibels, right there. Dirt bikes are 80 to 110 decibels, but again, you have 
one person on it, and it's moving around, it's not sitting in your backyard listening to it for hours on a 
time. Bulldozers, 95 to 110, chainsaws 95 to 112. All of these things are temporary measures, we all 
have it, we have a neighbor, we've had neighbors, I'm having my graduation for my son, type of thing 
I understand, enjoy it and try and keep it under control. But that's a one time, he's graduating and he 
moves on. We don't have this party every weekend, three days of every weekend, even that loud. 

So, we have to have the businesses understand that there are people that's been here and that 
continue to be there. More people are moving in, as well as more businesses. I like businesses. 
I don't visit most of the bars, which is not something I like, but they need to understand we are in the 
neighborhood too, whether it's somebody like me that's been around here for darn near 50 years or 
somebody that just moved in in the last 10-11 years. So, the sound attenuation needs to be 
addressed with the structure, so we have these structures going out. The current proposal is saying 
they have a backdrop of the roof by that self. I tend to agree there's almost no benefit. But having side 
walls on it, these buffer zones, it's supposed to be in place, have sound attenuation properties. Some 
of this is relatively cheap. I'm not going to say it's 'buy at Walmart cheap', but it is relatively 
inexpensive, and it makes better neighbors for everybody. 

I'm not trying to stop the live entertainment, just trying to say let's meet the current code. Who's 
enforcing? I would assume police. When the officers are driving around and they can see a band 
outside, my question is, why aren't they enforcing the code right there? 

Chief Meisler: We have to receive a complaint, because we, as police officers working, cannot be 
offended. 

Mr. Copas: Say again, please. 

Chief Meisler: We have to receive a legitimate complaint from a person that is telling us that they are 
inconvenienced, annoyed, or alarmed by the music coming from that establishment. We can't just pull 
to the parking lot of one of these establishments, and say in my opinion, I think this is too loud, you 
have to turn it off. We can't do that. 

Mr. Copas: What about it not being in an enclosed structure? 

Chief Meisler: That's what they're here to discover today. The enclosed structure is not in the Noise 
Resolution that was adopted in 2007. There's nothing to do with structures, anything like that. And 
also, if you read it, it says there's time limits and or decimal readings. So, you have to think about that 
as well. I was not familiar with your app, but that app, if we download it to our phones, that could get 
called to question in court, how legitimate is that? Where to come from? Has it been calibrated? So 
that's where we're at. 

Mr. Copas: That's fine, I figured. This was news to me until I just found it here the past couple of 
weeks. 

Chief Meisler: In your son's graduation, two doors down, somebody may have been offended by that. 
We get there, we respond to the legitimate call. You say, well, it's only one time. Well, you're still 
offending somebody, so there's a fine balance. 
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r. Copas: And that's fine, I myself may not have a problem. But as you said earlier, somebody else 
ight. 

hief Meisler: Bree brought up a good point about evolution and how this place has evolved. Sure, I 
tarted here in June of 1990 haven't been here for 50 years, but I've served this community for that 
ong. This is my 37th summer. This place was not like it was in the 90s, all kinds of liquor permits, 
matter of fact, we ran out of liquor permits. They had to actually go to the city of Cleveland to get the 
ast few that people could spare, right? So, we had to, whether we like it, whether we agree with it, we 
'ust have to accept what this place is becoming. 

Mr. Copas: And that's exactly right. And I don't have a problem with reasonable, but if I put up a 50 
tory building, we're going to have a problem. They're going to be in charge of that and say no, you 
an't do that, so it's the same with these. If these structures are currently having live bands outdoors, 
nd the current code reads they're not supposed to do that, then why are they still in operation? 

I don't have a problem with them having their live bands or the musicians, as long as they keep to the 
ode, so, but having it fully exposed as a neighbor, there's been times I can't even sit in my backyard 

land have a conversation with somebody sitting next to me, let alone three plus feet away. So, how do 
e handle that? Do we let the business win? Do we not? I mean, do we not have any rights to the 

property as it is? And so the next question I had was, for all of the complaints that are being tracked, 
how are they being tracked? Are they just for the phone call, or when an officer was dispatched? 

Chief Meisler: An officer is dispatched to the location, unless you identify yourself and say, I want to 
speak to the officer, they go right to the location of the venue. Couple of those things that were 
unwarranted, probably when the officer got there, it's silence. At that particular time, we're not going 

I

to exit our cars and go ahead and go up to a bar manager when we got 100 people in the restaurant 
with smiles on their faces, enjoying their time and saying, oh, we received a complaint about music, 
but it's not playing now. We will drive away and wait for the second call. 

Mr. Copas: Okay, so the reason for that question, was my mother-in-law was just up, she's 95 now, 
and she had a problem. She tried to phone the Danbury Police after hours, meaning 9 o'clock. Now, 
my understanding, correct me if I'm wrong, please, that the Danbury Police do not have a 24 hour 
long phone. 

Chief Meisler: We do, the Ottawa County Sheriffs Office. Our message clearly states on there, she 
calls, she should be directed to that. Okay, and they do our dispatching and they also dispatch for the 
Ifire department. 

Mr. Copas: Okay. So when she called the Sheriffs department, they said, "No, we're not gonna run 
out and dispatch on it." She said the noise was too loud, and this was all by phone. I don't have any 
record of it. I don't know the officers' names or anything. 

Chief Meisler: If that did happen, it should not have happened. 

Mr. Dress apologized and stated, we do have to move on. 

Mr. Copas: I got some of the questions. The reason why is that the enforcement isn't there. So, 
Okay, thank you. 

Mr. Dress and Ms. Rozak thanked Mr. Copas. 

Dave Niederlander, 8720 Northshore Blvd; declined to speak. 

Mrs. Joan Noblitt, 1601 Mariner Crossing: 
All I just want to say, that this is vacationland, and this is where we go to for entertainment, if you 
want to have a good time, you go to the open bars, where the families are, and my daughter and son­
in-law, they own Boon Docks, and I just think it's good for the whole community, and so I'm in support 
of the bars and music. 

Mr. Dress thanked Mrs. Noblitt. 

Jamie Bednarski, 56 Woodwinds; declined to speak. 

Mr. Dress asked if there was anyone he missed and if they would like to speak. 

Sherry Roberts, Owner, 5465 Constitution, Marblehead: 
Yes. First, I want to thank you, Trustees, for what you do because it's a crummy job. 
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I'm in support of what you're trying to do, and the only thing I would like to suggest is being on the 
Board of Zoning Appeals for 10 years, we hear about residents who are opposed to the not opposed 
to the music but opposed to the sound loud at a certain time and they don't want to make a complaint 
because the police always say to them, well, XYZ is the one who called. I would like to see that 
stopped. It doesn't matter who complained. If it's a resident and it goes to the police, I think the police 
have an obligation to investigate it, which I know you do, and I support what you do. But they don't 
have to say who did it. I live close to a bar; I think they do a good job. They close at 11 o'clock all the 
time. I'd like to see your base go down a little bit, but I think it's fine. So, but I'd like to see that stop. 

Chief Meisler: The majority of the calls we get are anonymous. Like I said, when we get there, we talk 
to the bar management team. They usually talk with folks to ask, but we would never and I can't 
imagine any of my officers going, saying so and so just called, he's the one and the reason why we're 
here, harassing you. That would just add to our problems. We try to keep this confidential as possible, 
but if push comes to shove, we have to identify them for prosecution purposes, we have no control 
over that. 

Mr. Dress asked if anyone else would like to speak and no one came forward. 

As the Board at this point, we can motion to approve, motion to deny, or we could table it to if we 
want to consider some of the suggestions and comments that have been added. 

Ms. Rozak: Kathy, I just want to verify, regardless of what this Board chooses to do at this point in 
time, and I believe, as you and I spoke, and oftentimes I'll ask Kathy things, so everybody is aware of 
the direction we're heading. All 2026 entertainment schedules remain in place; nothing changes for 
the businesses? 

Ms. Dale: Correct. 

Ms. Rozak: This would be something, whatever happens, is we're looking at a 2027 kickoff for this? 

Ms. Dale: Correct. 

Ms. Rozak: Just a few things, and I deeply appreciate the time, those who spoke. You put a lot of 
time and effort into it, and that is much appreciated. Mike, I would like you definitely, please, could 
you look into the decibel app, perhaps check with the prosecutor and see if that is something that is 
admissible in court, it certainly would be easy to pick up the phone and hit that app, if that's 
something that we can do. 

Chief Meisler: More than likely the App would not be admissible in court, as with decibel meters, 
so, I can just imagine this would probably be considered the same thing. 

Ms. Rozak: Okay, it still would be worth asking. I don't know, that's the first time I've heard it. 

Chief Meisler: if we do write a citation on this, I will tell you, past practice is: I've heard of this that if an 
officer does show up and uses a personal phone, takes a decimal read, and uses that in court for 
prosecution, the phone could be seized as evidence and more than likely would not they would not 
get it back. 

Ms. Rozak: Okay. Perhaps at that point in time, the evening shift has Danbury Township issued 
phones for that purpose only. I don't know the answer, Mike. 

John Paul. I will keep this brief, but I just want to make a few points here. I would personally like this 
to be continued because there's a few things that I would like to see considered. 

Number one, I would like a little bit stronger language when we talk about the entertainment being 
directed away from residential structures and towards the patrons, Kathy, if the structure is next door 
and the patrons are sitting next door, the point is kind of moot. If you're going to direct it towards the 
patrons and someone's house is next door, it's not going to solve any issues. So, perhaps the proper 
language, and we can talk about this, would be to direct the music towards the establishment's 
building and away from a residential structure. I appreciate the people talking about the roof on the 
structure, and I've thought about that myself. I drive past Reds, that's the direction that I live, and it's 
cute, and it's got a roof and some louvers, and that's it, it keeps the rain off. Period. I think that 
somehow, some way, we ought to look into a three-sided structure again, whether it be louvered, 
what have you. Certainly, air conditioning can be forced into there, or fans, something to where I'm 
talking, put the entertainment in an enclosed structure. We're talking roof sides, whatever you want to 
do on the floor matters not. Make sure that it's ventilated. I think we just need to have something 
looked into that a little bit further. 
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ith reference to 50 feet versus 100 feet away from a residence. Kathy, correct me if I'm wrong. I 
~uestioned that number, and you said that the 50 foot number was utilized so everyone would be 
conforming. Is that correct? 

Ms. Dale: Correct. 

Ms. Rozak: So, if we utilized in revised regulations 100 feet away from a residential structure that 
ould apply to new businesses and we would be able to allow the others to be grandfathered at 50 

eet? 

Ms. Dale: Technically, yes. But the Board had some discussion about asking the businesses to come 
into compliance for the 2027 season, so I guess technically they don't have to, if they have it the way 
they have it, they have it the way they have it. I would maybe ask for some responses on thoughts to 
some of what you're saying too, since what you're proposing isn't really up for discussion tonight. 

To go back to your first item, that it'd be pointed or directed towards the structure, not just patrons. I 
think that's a matter of something that could be changed tonight. You strike out the word patrons and 
you say structure, that's a modification you could do, but if you're wanting this to go back to the 
Zoning Commission for the other items, then I think, depending on where that goes, then you could 
see some of the businesses probably in 27 not implementing some of this stuff, because technically 
they legally wouldn't have to, they would all be grandfathered in where they're at right now. 

Ms. Rozak: So, a three-sided structure would not be a requirement. 

Ms. Dale: No, because you're putting it in now. Technically, even having a roofed over structure 
would not be a requirement if this language passed, but I think they're on board with doing that to help 
be able to maintain this as an option going forward, but to add more expense of a more substantial 
structure, I think we would see some pushback on that. And there wouldn't really be a good way for 
us to force them to do that, so it would only be for any new bar restaurant that comes in. 

Ms. Rozak: Would you recommend that? For a new restaurant to put that in the language? 

Ms. Dale: I think what you have to take into consideration tonight is what we've got in place. If there's 
more that you want added, I think we can discuss that further, and we can always do a supplemental 
amendment and go back through the process. Because right now, if you make too many 
modifications, this basically gets denied, and it's got to go back through the whole process. 

Ms. Rozak: But the ability to ensure that the entertainment is directed away from a residence, which it 
does say already, but not towards the patrons, towards the structure that could be implemented 
tonight? 

Ms. Dale: That could be implemented tonight because that's a minor modification that doesn't 
substantially change these regulations. The other parts that you're talking about are more substantial 
changes that we can't just continue the hearing and implement them. It would be a whole application 
process. 

Ms. Rozak: I would be comfortable with that one change to make sure that the music is directed 
towards a structure. 

The only other thing I would like to ask the businesses that are in here, would it be a detriment to your 
business to end music at 9 pm? 

Businesses in attendance all stated: 

Ms. Rozak: Thank you. 

Mr. Dress asked Mr. Hirt if he had anything further. 

Mr. Hirt: Would it be a detriment to your businesses to be able to turn the volume down a little? 

One visitor stated that is really vague, it shouldn't be going on now. 

Mr. Dress: That word's been mentioned several times tonight, and that's what I keep coming back to, 
is finding that balance. It's obvious this is something that is needed, and obviously well liked, you look 
at every establishment that has it, how many people they have that are wanting it, but then we also 
have the individual people, so it's trying to find that balance where we can take care of everything, 
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and I've said this at every meeting: You, as the Establishment Owner, control the volume of the 
music, Every Band. I did it for 20 years, and I had bands that I fired because they WOUldn't turn it 
down. You have the ability to control the level of music, and you tell the band, turn it down, because 
they don't, they want it loud, but you have the ability to control the level of music, and that's a big 
start, right there. 

Ms. Rozak: That's well put. 

Mr. Dress asked Ms. Rozak if she had anything thing else. 

Ms. Rozak: I'm good. If Kathy is able to implement that change at this point in time. 

Mr. Dress: There were a lot of really good ideas. So, with passing this, there's still some good ideas in 
there that I think we can take out of this and work going forward. 

Ms. Rozak: I guess the point is not everybody wants to party with you every night. It's good for 
business. Those who know me, I was married to Dan Thompson, Surf Motel, Surf Bait and Tackle, for 
years. They had the family business until he passed, and his dad passed, very successful, but you 
know what, you guys don't have three, four months, you've got about 11 weeks to make your money, 
and you're lucky if you get it all in that time period. I don't want to put anybody out of business, and 
we are very pro-business. 

The other thing I think a lot of people don't realize, we as a Township get Zero of your sales tax. 
Every penny of sales tax goes to Ottawa County. So, I don't want anyone making the argument all the 
businesses are great because you get all their sales tax. We don't. We love the businesses. We'd like 
to keep a happy mix, but we don't get any of that money, just so you are aware. Kathy, I'm good with 
that one change. This is always subject to referendum, which I know that you will explain after we 
take a vote. 

Ms. Dale: Yes, and I'm not trying to disregard comments, but it's what you're talking about. If that is 
something that the board wants the Zoning Commission to further explore, I would just suggest that it 
be done separately and look at it more. That's just my suggestion. 

So, as we always do with any case we prepare a Resolution for your consideration. It's always in the 
affirmative because a denial, you don't have to take action on a Resolution. So, I have written in 
where we would have to make an amendment to this. What I would do then is just have whoever's 
going to introduce this, introduce it, read it, we'll take the vote, but I'm not going to pass it around for 
signature. What I'll do is, because we'll basically be at the conclusion of this hearing, between this 
and your regular meeting, which will start immediately after, is update this language for you to then 
sign. 

Ms. Rozak: And you have that language written in here now for me to read? 

Ms. Dale: Yes. 

Ms. Rozak introduced Resolution 10-2026, Adopting Text Amendments to the Danbury Township 
Zoning Resolution as follows: (See full Resolution on page 15) 

Ms. Dale: This is conclusion of the hearing. The Trustees have just approved the text amendments as 
presented with the modification, as I stated at the beginning. Their approval will go into effect 30 days 
from now, so that would be July 10. The changes get recorded, and then the zoning code gets 
updated online. 

In that interim 30 day period, I cannot share with you all of the details, but if there is enough interest 
to pursue a referendum of their decision that can be done. I know it's 519 of the Ohio Revised Code, 
519. I don't remember exactly which section, but if you get online to Lawwriter.com you would look at 
the Ohio Revised Code. You would click on Title Five for Townships. You would then click on Section 
519 which covers Township Zoning, and within that section there is language regarding Zoning 
Commissions and their actions. That's what outlines this whole process, and at the end of that, it 
provides a means of being able to file referendum. If anybody has watched the local news in the last 
year, you saw that Catawba recently had that last year for a map amendment. It's the same thing 
here. You have to gather so many signatures, turn that into the Board of Elections. They verify the 
signatures. If there's enough Signatures, then the item goes up for a vote at the next available 
election. That would be the process moving forward. 
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The Board of Trustees of Danbury Township, County of Ottawa, Ohio, met in special session 
at 5:30p.m., on June 10, 2026, at the Danbury Township Building, 5972 E. Port Clinton Eastern 
Road, Marblehead, Ohio 43440, with the following members present: 

Ms. Dianne Rozak; Mr. John Paul Dress; Mr. David Hirt 

Mr.l ®. \2.c.=z d introduced the following resolution and moved its 
adoption: 

RESOLUTION NO. 10 - 2026 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING TEXT AMENDMENTS TO THE 
DANBURY TOWNSHIP ZONING RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, on April I, 2026, the Danbury Township Zoning Commission, in accordance with 
Ohio Revised Code section 51 9.l2(A) (I) initiated, by motion, the following amendments to the 
Danbury Township Zoning Resolution: 

Add New Definition in Section 2.2for "Band~tand". 
Reference New Section 5.2.6 in Definitionfor "Bar, Saloon. Tavern/Night Club " and 
"Res/aurant" concerning outdoor music. 
Add /lew language to Section 5.; "Accessory Structures" regarding outdoor music at 
"Bars, Saloons. Taverns/Night Clubs " and "Restaurants ". 

WHEREAS, said text amendments were forwarded to the Ottawa County Regional Planning 
Commission (OCRPC) April 2, 2026, and considered by the Ottawa County Regional Planning 
Commission (OCRPC) on April 21, 2026, where the Commission recommended unanimous 
approval of said text amendments as presented; and 

WHEREAS, tbe Danbury Township Zoning Commission held a public bearing on May 6, 2026, 
and by motion and vote, the Zoning Commission unanimously recommended approval of said 
text amendments as amended to reference "Outdoor Music and/or Entertainment" consistently 
throughout new Section 5.2.6; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees held a public hearing on June 10,2025, and, at the conclusion 
of the public hearing, voted to accept the recommendation of the Zoning Commission; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board .of Trustees of Danbury Township, 
Ottawa County, Ohio: 

I) The Board finds that the following Decision Standard of tbe Danbury Township 
Zoning Resolution is satisfied: 
b. The proposed amendment will improve the public health, safety, or general 

welfare of Danbury Township. 
c. The proposed amendment will clarify the intent of the Resolution. 

2) The Board does hereby adopt the amendments to the Danbury Township Zoning 
Resolution attached hereto as Exhibit A; and as modified in proposed Section 
5.2.6.C.iv to have projections towards the establislunents "structure" instead of the 
"patrons". 

3) That it is bereby found and determined that all formal actions of this Board 
concerning and relating to the passage of this Resolution were taken in an open 
meeting of this Board, and that all deliberations of this Board and of any of its 
committees that resulted in such formal action were taken in meetings open to the 
public, in compliance with all legal requirements including Section 121 .22 of the 
Ohio Revised Code; and 

4) That this Resolution shall be effective at the earliest date allowed by law. 

@' Ms. th r \- __ seconded the Resolution, and the roll being called upon the 
question of its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 

Vote Record: Ms. Rozak ,¥=S Mr. Dress l ~e S Mr. Hirt ~ 

ADOPTED this 10m day of June, 2026. 

A;:t~ r, 
S cey St-'~":-Ie~r,=- ---,.,.... -

Fiscal Officer 

AUTHENTICATION 

IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that the foregoing is a true and correct transcript of a 
resolution duly passed by this Board of Trustees in session this 10th day of June 2026 and filed 
with1 ' Danbury Township Fiscal Officer. 

I·' ( 
/ \~-

" I); I 
:ta'c.tTY Stetler, 

Danbury Township Fiscal Officer 15 
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Adjourn 

There being no further comments, concerns or business before the Board, Ms. Rozak motioned and 
Mr. Hirt seconded to adjourn the Special Meeting at 6:57 pm. All ayes and motion carried. 

(~~ 
---- 0\ 

v '" ~ 
Fiscal Officer 

~y\ \-l1 
Danbury Township Board of Trustees 


